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Email to Johnson County ksGenWeb 

June 11, 2025 

I'm sharing the preliminary research on a local cemetery.  I have found a group of Johnson 
County deeds and mortgages that refer to a small family cemetery.  The legal description is 
the southwest quarter of the southwest quarter of section 3, Township 12, Range 24. 
[please see the attached screenshot from the 1874 county atlas showing the farm in 
question]  The owner indicated by the 1874 atlas was "D. Johnson."  An 1873 deed from 
Daniel and Fanny Johnson sold the 40 acres to Moses Johnson, their son.  Several 
censuses enumerated the Johnson family in Johnson County.  Daniel and Fanny were born 
in Virginia.  The census identified their race as Black. 

 

The deeds and mortgages refer to an exception in the transfer of title as "a piece of the land 
of about 8 feet by 12 feet where our Father, Mother and child are buried situated near the 
southeast corner."  This exception actually carried over to transfers of title or mortgages 
following the sale of the farm by the family.  Later documents added that the wife of Moses 
Johnson was also among the burials. 

 

I have downloaded the relevant documents from FamilySearch if you wish to have all of 
them for documentation of the burials.  A legal notice for a sheriff's sale was published in 
the Olathe News of July 24, 1890.  Even that legal notice carried the identification of the 
exception in the transfer of title. 

 

This was an interesting discovery and the location of the Johnson farm is only a mile from 
my home in Shawnee. 

 

Is this cemetery documented in "modern" times?  I hope my information is helpful and I 
look forward to comments. 

Russ Czaplewski 

Shawnee, KS 
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SOURCES 

 

Newspapers 

Newspaper items not directly mentioning the Johnson family property in Johnson County 
are shared later in this document. 

 

 

Olathe News November 14, 1889 

Publication Notice; James Murdock, Plaintiff, vs. John W. Bowen, R. T. Hoffman, Isaac L. 
Honn, et al, Defendants 

District Court; references $1,200 debt (and interest) from August 26, 1887. 
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Olathe News July 24, 1890 

--legal notice of sheriff’s sale involving the former Johnson family farm 
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Olathe Daily News December 7, 1999 

“Notice of Hearing on Petition for Eminent domain” 

Tract 12 (KS-JO-426)  

A long legal notice included the following:  

A distance of approximately 1800 feet in: 

The West half of the Southwest Quarter, except the North 330 feet of the 
West 660 feet thereof, Section 3, Township 12, Range 24. . .except that part in 
roads and except a tract approximately 8x12 feet in the Southwest corner of 
the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, where the mother, father 
and child of Moses Johnson are buried. 

 

[I was surprised to see this 1999 reference.  I was not able to connect the tract number of a 
subdivision to find a recent plat.] 
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Maps and Atlases 

Atlas Map of Johnson County, Kansas; 1874; page 80 

--D. Johnson shown as owner of southwest quarter of southwest quarter of section 3, 
township 12, range 24 

--the 40 acre parcel has a symbol of a school building in the southeast corner; the school 
district number is not given [I don’t have a district number for that school.] 

 

Standard Atlas of Johnson County, 1902; p. 19 

--the landowner is “Jas. Murdock” 

--the school symbol is not present 
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Deeds 

 

Grantor: Daniel and Fanny Johnson [both signed with X] 

Grantee: Moses Johnson 

Vol. 28, p. 274 

Southwest quarter of southwest quarter of section 3, township 12, range 24; 40 acres 

Date: May 21, 1873 

Filed: April 24, 1874 

Consideration: $400 

 

Grantor: Moses and Mary Johnson (of Miami County, KS) [Moses signed with X] 

Grantee: Isaac L. Honn 

Vol. 52, p. 369 

Southwest quarter of southwest quarter of section 3, township 12, range 24; containing 40 
acres “(except, a piece of the land of about 8 by 12 feet where our Father, Mother and Child 
are buried) Situated near the South East corner” 

Date: April 6, 1886 

Filed: June 5, 1886 

Consideration: $650 

 

Grantor: Isaac L. and Addie Honn 

Grantee: John W. Bowen 

Vol. 54, p. 358 

Southwest quarter of southwest quarter of section 3, township 12, range 24; “40 acres 
except a piece of the land of about Eight by twelve feet where the Father, Mother and child 
of Moses Johnson and Mary Johnson his wife are buried, situated near the South East 
corner.” 
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Date: August 25, 1887 

Filed: October 3, 1887 

Consideration: $2,400 

 

Grantor: John W. Bowen 

Grantee: R. T. Hoffman 

Vol. 54, p. 359 

Southwest quarter of southwest quarter of section 3, township 12, range 24; 40 acres 
“except a piece of the land of about eight by twelve feet, Where the Father, Mother and 
child of Moses Johnson and Mary Johnson his wife are buried (situated near the South East 
corner) 

Date: October 1, 1887 

Filed: October 4, 1887 

Consideration: $6,000 (with $1,200 mortgage) 

 

 

Grantor: John W. Bowen 

Grantee: James Murdock 

Vol. 63, pp. 558-560 

Sheriff’s deed for Southwest quarter of southwest quarter of section 3, township 12, range 
24; “except a piece of land about 8x12 feet where Moses Johnsons father mother & child 
are buried, situated near the South East corner” 

Date: September 4, 1890 

Filed: May 24, 1894 

Consideration: sold at auction for $500 on August 29, 1890; $1,432 was owed on the 
property 
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Grantor: James Murdock 

Grantee: Samuel Affolter 

Vol. 65, p. 171 

Southwest quarter of southwest quarter of section 3, township 12, range 24; “Except a 
piece of the land about Eight feet by Twelve feet, where the Father, Mother and child of 
Moses Johnson and Mary Johnson his wife are buried, situated near the South East corner” 

Date: September 29, 1890 

Filed: December 15, 1890 

Consideration: $1,600 

 

Grantor: Samuel and Sarah B. Affolter 

Grantee: James Murdock 

Vol. 78, p. 595 

Southwest quarter of southwest quarter of section 3, township 12, range 24; “Except a 
piece of land about Eight feet by Twelve feet.  Where the Father, mother and Child of Moses 
Johnson and Mary Johnson his Wife are burried.  Situated in the South East corner.” 

Date: April 5, 1899 

Filed: May 15, 1899 

Consideration: $1,500 

 

 

Mortgages 

 

John W. Bowen to Isaac L. Honn 

Vol. 3, pp. 156-157 
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Repeats the exception found on deeds: “where Moses Johnson father, mother and child are 
buried” 

Date: August 25, 1887 

Filed: October 1, 1887 

Consideration: $1,200 

 

Samuel and Sarah Affolter to James Murdock 

Vol. 8, pp. 49-50 

Repeats the exception: “Except a piece of land about eight feet by twelve feet where the 
Father Mother and child of Moses Johnson and Mary Johnson his wife are burried [sic], 
situated in the South east corner” 

Date: September 29, 1890 

Filed: September 30, 1890 

Consideration: $1 and $400 promissory note 

 

Marriage record 

 

Vol. C, p. 343 

Moses Johnson (26) to Mary Smith (18) 

April 21, 1877 Shawnee Township by Justice of the Peace Allen 
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Census 
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1870; Shawnee Township (p. o. Olathe); p. 33; household 237 

Daniel Johnson; age 60; b. VA; black 

Fanny Johnson; age 50; b. VA; black 

Moses Johnson; age 21; b. MO; black 
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Newspaper items 
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[Cherryvale, Kansas] 
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Cemetery records 

 

--I do not know if the Johnson family cemetery is identified in the hardbound county 
cemetery book 

 

From Find A Grave: 

--I would like to create memorials for the additional family members in time. 

 

 

 

 


